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MOST POPULAR MERLOTS

Rank Pts. Winery Baottling Price §

1 73 Duckhom Vineyards Napa Valley Estate $108

8t Helena, Napa Valley, CA Howell Mountain $150

"2 35 Sterling Vineyards Napa Valley $6

Calistoga. Mapa Valley, CA Central Coast Vintner's Collection ~ $36

"3 30 Rutherford Hill Winery Napa Valley $55
Rutherford, Napa Valley, CA

4 26 Backstone Calfornia $30

S RN Conzales, CA Napa Valley $35
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Dy b 5 23 Coppole California Diamond Series $36
'(u}\HORN VINEY ABD Geyserville, Sonoma Cty., CA

6 23 Franciscan Oakville Estate Napa Valley Oakville Estate $40
Rutherford, Napa Valey. CA

7 23 Kendall-Jackson Vineyards California Vintner’s Reserve $48

Santa Rosa, Sanoma Cty. CA California Grand Reserve $50

"8 23 Markham Winery Napa Valley 845

St Helena, Napa Yalley, GA

Q 20 RED DIAMOND Washington $29

Paterson, WA

2004
NAPA VALLEY

1
MERLOT Napa. Napa Valley, CA
3 11 17 Casa Lapostolle Rapel $34
Santa Cruz, Colchagua Valley, Chile Rapel Cuvée Alexandre $38
12 16 Chateau Simard St-Emilion $66
St-Emilion, Bardeaus, Frence
13 10 Froo's Leap Winery Napa Valley $76

Rutherford, Napa Valley, CA

merlot

Sommeliers we interviewed confirmed what our poll numbers merlot as a % of iOpfselling wines
suggest: that merlor has slid off che radar for most American diners.

Its share of the most popular wines has slipped 0 5.5 percent,

which is acrually lower than 1991, when it first debuted on an

upward trend in our poll. And so our list of popular brands is

shorter than in recent years. “There's been such apathy for so
long,” says Chaylee Priete of Greens in San Francisco. Merlot sales
are sluggish for Leona Taylor at Baire feanty in the Napa Valley,

who says,

“Bigger names like Duckhorn move,
but otherwise merlot is really slow.”

: ) . share of merlot points & average price
Duckhorn dominates the pack this year; it is by far the most

popular, and its average price is significantly higher than others— % Share of Paints Avg. Price
nearly every other wine listed is value-priced. This value orienta- by Country 04 05 06 : ‘04 05 06
tion may have come at the expense of Washingron State, a top ot 1% 14%% 105h  SABSE  $4624 $55EB
} £ ot , ) A ; France 125 187 212 6323 6156 8109
domestic source for merlot and perennial presence on our list; this Chile 28 08 25 057 %00 75
year, it's all but absent

Nort everyone is ready to write off the variety. “We haven't seen by Appellation 04 05 06 04 05 06
any drop in merlot sales,” says James Yacyshyn at Carming’s in New Napa Valley | 2B%  363%  $5007  $6230  $6984
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43 08 126 6695 6385 9709

York City, who moves at least three cases a week, citing Kendall-
Jackson as well as an Tralian merlot: an exotic, ripasso-style wine from

Tenuea Sanca Maria in the Veneto, called Decima Aurea. That was one

of his biggest successes last year, which suggests that when merlot no

longer seems ordinary, it can once again capture people’s imagination.

Dverall Average Price §53.37 55762 360.08
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